is a playwright based
in the north-west of
England. Several of
his plays have been
toured by Riding
Lights, and Radius
has commissioned Easter and Christmas
scripts for our collection.

Les specialises in flexible drama that can
be performed by either men or women
and where the scenes can be used in
different combinations.

Are the Kings Still Wearing Curtains?
I Act Play up to 60mins

Christmas Theme

Parts for Young People

A witty and unusual take on the Nativity
play, this series of scenes shows what
might happen if adults who are veterans of
past productions try to hand on their
costumes and give advice to a young new
cast. Age gives way to youth; traditional

costumes are replaced by modern
equivalents but, above all, fresh insight is

found by those taking up the challenge to
retell the story to a new generation.

There are parts for players of every age.
This flexible script lasts just under an hour
when performed in its entirety, or some of
the 10 scenes could form a series of playlets
around which a carol concert can be easily
and effectively constructed.

An Easter Carol
I Act Play up to 60 mins
8-13 characters either Male or Female

In this one-act play, the three students of the
Magi, following up on clues that they
discover at a house clearance, travel
independently to Bethlehem, Galilee and
Jerusalem looking for what their tutors
sought 33 years ago.

They each learn about various aspects of
the man Jesus’s life and works, but it is only
when they finally meet up at Golgotha and
learn of his death that they are able to piece
together the whole story.

First Easter

1 Act Play up to 40mins

Easter Theme

8-13 characters either Male or Female

This play is made up of seven modern, lively
and theologically engaging scenes which
feature some of the non-biblical characters
involved in the events immediately before
and after the Crucifixion. Underneath the
humour of these pieces lies a serious
discussion of the meaning of what
happened in Holy Week.

The whole script lasts about 40 minutes but
various combinations of the scenes can be
used. All the scenes with the exception of
the final piece have a cast of 2 actors.

The following is a brief description of each
of the scenes:

The Watchers

Three friends settle down to watch the film
“King of Kings”; they discuss whether Jesus
knew what the outcome of his crucifixion
would be.



First Easter (continued)

The Deceivers

In Jerusalem an agent pays one of the
disciples to help him with a secret plan to
bring Jesus into the limelight.

The Caterers

It is Passover, and Hannah and her husband
are busy serving a special party for guests
who have booked their upstairs room.

The Lawyers

The trial of Jesus is over and the Lawyer for
the Defence accuses the Prosecution Lawyer
of being a willing participant in a flagrant
miscarriage of justice.

The Day Trippers

Two tourists in Jerusalem watch, from a
distance, what they presume to be street
theatre and are shocked by the violent
nature of what they see.

The Soldiers

Calvary: a Corporal and a Private build a
cross and wonder whether the latest
“Messiah” who is about to be executed
might be genuine.

The Gardeners

Whilst eating their sandwiches, two
gardeners ruminate about life and death
with their friend the grave digger.

The Watchers (again)
The film is over and the friends discuss
whether the “happy ending” is believable.

He’s Not Here
I Act Play up to 60 mins
Easter Theme, Flexible Casting

Written for a promenade performance,
these nine short dramas are set in the hours
immediately after the key events of the
Easter story. The audience are led from
location to location in the role of travellers,
following Jesus into Jerusalem, to
Gethsemane, Golgotha and on to the
empty tomb. They arrive at each location to
experience first hand the impact of Jesus’s
words and actions and to hear the words:
‘He’s not here’. Finally, arriving at the empty
tomb, they ask the question: if Jesus is not
here, then where can he be found?

Each short play can be performed
individually or as part of a complete whole.

Playing Carols

16 short carol-based plays for Advent,
Christmas and New Year services

1 to 3 actors, Flexible Casting

An engaging collection of very short scripts,
all linked to a carol, sometimes in
unexpected ways.

A news reporter investigates a bearded male
dressed in red and described as a "mystery
insurgent", a marketing director decides the
"one-off, unpredictable and priceless"
Nativity product should speak for itself, and
two mums discuss how to be grown-up
about Christmas.

The last word goes to Joseph, amazed and
awestruck by the miraculous birth.



Les Ellison

Red Star

I Act Play up to 50 mins
General Theme

9 Characters both Male and Female

Joint winner of a Radius play competition,
Red Star charts the rise and demise of Yuri
Gagarin, the first man in space and the first
truly international superstar.

Gagarin’s desperate attempt to regain
control as he is forced to be a passenger in
his own life’s story is an examination of the
phenomena of fame and celebrity.

RED STAR
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Written for a mixed cast of 9 actors which,
with doubling up, could be performed by
three men and four women. With minimal
props and costume it would be ideal for
entry in a play competition or festival.
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The Summoning

of Everyman

1 Act Play up to 60 mins J
General/Easter Theme

Flexible Casting

This play takes the well-known medieval
play and re-imagines what we understand
by judgment. Everyman, a successful
business man, is visited by Death who
informs him that he must die that day and
that, in order to avoid damnation, he must
find someone who will speak on his behalf.

The dialogue is modern and the early
scenes are full of sharp humour. By contrast,
Death speaks in rhyming couplets,
preserving continuity with the original and
also a sense of awe.

Everyman can be performed throughout the
year, but speeches at the beginning and end
relate the action to the Passiontide
narratives and so make it very suitable for
Easter. With only minor changes to the text,
each of the eleven characters can be played
by a male or a female actor. If necessary,
they can be played by as few as six actors.

Special Delivery
1 Act Play

Christmas Theme J
Flexible Casting

Commissioned by Radius, this sequence of
eleven short modern dramas takes the
ingredients of a traditional Nativity story but
sets them in a world ruled by darkness,
where the voice of God is no longer heard
and where his messenger searches for those
few still open to receive it: a young mum-to-
be, her fiancé, rustic shepherds, intellectual
stargazers and practical hoteliers.

Powerful but with plenty of moments of
lightness, this would be ideal for those
groups looking for something different.

The scenes make up a complete play, but
each scene serves as a play in itself and so
one or two could be used in a carol service
or concert. There are 18 characters but
most of these only appear in one scene so
doubling up is possible.


https://youtu.be/jqrY0w6-Ow0

Sorrowful Mysteries

1 Act Play up to 45 mins
Easter Theme

10 Parts — Male and Female

A dramatic interpretation of the Five
Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary, the play
explores the themes of pain, loss, anger,
remorse and guilt as exemplified by some of
the main protagonists in the Passion story.
Mary, Judas, Pilate, Barabbas and Simon of
Cyrene each struggle to come to terms with
their role and involvement in the events.

The scenes are followed by a meditative
link. Lasting about 45 minutes, the setting is
modern and easy to stage with a cast of 10,
5 men and 4 women and a young girl/ boy.
There are also 2 Readers.

Radius relies on
income from
membership
subscriptions to
fund its everyday
activities because
we have no grants
or subsidies from any funding body.

Many of our members join simply because
it's an opportunity to show commitment to
the inspiration drama can provide in a faith
context.

12 month subscription
Buy

Radius also offers members some tangible
benefits, including:

Priority booking for Radius events;

[ ]
Radius Performing magazine three times a
year;

[ ]
Information about specially commissioned

plays;

Opportunities for networking;

Membership of discussion forums;

An opportunity to be heard within the
society.

Student, Group and non-UK membership
also available.


https://www.radiusdrama.org.uk/shop-2/

